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The Leopard's Letter
In this issue, we talk about:

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E
H E A D
S O M E  W E L C O M E S  A N D
F A R E W E L L S
G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  T H E  L A I R
G R A D E  1  S C I E N C E
H O O K E D  O N  B O O K S
A M E R I C A N  A W A R D S
B A L L E T
G R A D E  R R  “ P E O P L E  W H O
H E L P  U S ”
J P  M O V I E  N I G H T
H E R I T A G E  D A Y

D e a r  P a r e n t s ,

I  r e c e n t l y  h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  a t t e n d i n g  a  w o r k s h o p  b y  w e l l - k n o w n  e d u c a t i o n a l
p s y c h o l o g i s t  N a o m i  H o l d t ,  w h o  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s e l f - c a r e  f o r  a d u l t s  i n  o r d e r
t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n .  S h e  r e m i n d e d  u s  t h a t  w e  n e e d  t o  m o d e l  a
b a l a n c e d  l i f e  f o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h o  a r e  l i k e  s p o n g e s ,  c o n s t a n t l y  a b s o r b i n g  a n d  r e f l e c t i n g
w h a t  t h e y  s e e .  
I n  o u r  b u s y  a n d  f a s t - p a c e d  l i v e s ,  w e  o f t e n  f o r g e t  t o  t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  r e c h a r g e .  I t ’ s
e s s e n t i a l  t o  d e d i c a t e  t i m e  t o  r e p l e n i s h  y o u r  e n e r g y :  c o n s i d e r  j o u r n a l i n g ,  p r a c t i c i n g
g r a t i t u d e ,  e n j o y i n g  n a t u r e ,  h a v i n g  c o f f e e  w i t h  a  f r i e n d ,  s i n g i n g  a n d  d a n c i n g  w i t h  y o u r
c h i l d r e n ,  o r  p l a y i n g  w i t h  y o u r  d o g .  B y  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  o u r s e l v e s ,  w e  b e c o m e  m o r e
e q u i p p e d  t o  f o s t e r  t h e  m e a n i n g f u l  c o n n e c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  s o  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n
o u r  c a r e .
E a r l y  t h i s  t e r m ,  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  o u r  O p e n / T r a n s f e r  D a y  o n  F r i d a y ,  1 1 t h  O c t o b e r .  T h e
c h i l d r e n  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e n d  a  f e w  h o u r s  i n  t h e  G r a d e  a b o v e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e
w h a t  l i e s  a h e a d  f o r  t h e m  n e x t  y e a r .  W e  a l s o  w e l c o m e  p r o s p e c t i v e  n e w  s c h o l a r s  t o  j o i n  u s
a t  W e m b l e y .  I f  y o u  k n o w  a n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e n r o l l i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a t  W e m b l e y ,  p l e a s e
e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  a d m i s s i o n s  a t  j a m i e @ w e m b l e y c o l l e g e . c o . z a  o r  t o  v i s i t  o r
c a l l  t h e  s c h o o l  o f f i c e  a t  0 3 3  4 1 3 2 6 7 7 .
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  o n g o i n g  s u p p o r t .  W i s h i n g  y o u  a l l  a  b l e s s e d  f i n a l  t e r m  o f  2 0 2 4 .  

W a r m  R e g a r d s
S a l l y  v a n  Z u y d a m ,  H e a d  o f  J u n i o r  S c h o o l  ( j p @ w e m b l e y c o l l e g e . c o . z a )



W e  a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  M r s  N i c o l l e
B o r a i n  a s  o u r  n e w  G r a d e  1  t e a c h e r .  H e r

t e a c h i n g  j o u r n e y  h a s  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d
c u l t i v a t i n g  a  s u p p o r t i v e  a n d  o r g a n i z e d

c l a s s r o o m  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e s
t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  y o u n g

s t u d e n t s .  W e  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  h a v e  y o u
j o i n  o u r  t e a m ,  N i c o l l e !

Some welcomes and some farewells

M i g h t y  M a x  a s t o n i s h e d  u s  a l l  b y  a r r i v i n g
a h e a d  o f  s c h e d u l e ,  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  s t a r t

o f  t h e  3 r d  T e r m !  J u s t  l o o k  a t  h o w  m u c h  h e
h a s  g r o w n .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  G e v e r s

f a m i l y ,  a n d  w e l c o m e  t o  B a b y  M a x !

A t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m ,  w e  b i d  a
h e a r t f e l t  g o o d b y e  t o  M r s  S o n e t t e

W o l m a r a n s  a n d  h e r  f a m i l y .  W e  a r e
i m m e n s e l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  n e a r l y  a  d e c a d e  o f

d e v o t e d  s e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  l o v e  y o u
e x t e n d e d  t o  e v e r y  c h i l d  i n  y o u r  c a r e ,  a s

w e l l  a s  t o  e a c h  o f  y o u r  c o l l e a g u e s .
S o n e t t e ,  y o u  w i l l  b e  d e e p l y  m i s s e d !

W e  h a v e  b e e n  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  h a v e  M i s s
J u l i a  L i n d  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  P r e s c h o o l  a n d
c o a c h i n g  s p o r t s  a t  W e m b l e y  f o r  t h e  l a s t

s i x  m o n t h s  d u r i n g  M r s  G a y l e  M e y e r ’ s
m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e .  M i s s  L i n d ' s  i n f e c t i o u s

l a u g h t e r  a n d  c h e e r f u l  s m i l e  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y
b e  m i s s e d .



Over the past few months, I have been studying to become a NILD therapist. This course
has addressed many interesting topics that I am already using whilst I see children for
Academic Support as well as for group reading and maths. 

One very interesting topic that I think we all can learn from is the GROWTH vs FIXED
MINDSET. By changing our wording and the way we interact with our children, we can
have a direct positive or negative affect on how they perceive themselves.

Whilst parenting can be really hard, having a growth mindset can help.

Research shows that parents can have a powerful impact on their children’s mindsets.
The language one uses and the actions one takes, show your children what you expect.
Giving process praise, talking about the brain and how malleable it is , accepting mistakes
as learning opportunities, and understanding the role of emotions in learning, are all
practices we can begin today.

Learn * Assist * Ignite * Restore

Greetings from the LAIR  
B Y  M R S  L I S E L  S I L K

The WORDS we use can have a direct
impact on our children

The way we praise our children can have a
profound impact on their mindset. Research
on praise and mindsets shows that when we
praise children for being smart, it promotes a
fixed mindset. It sends a message that their

accomplishments are trait-based, and tied to
something innate. In contrast, praising
children for working hard promotes a

growth mindset. It sends a message that the
child’s effort is what led them to success.

A few ideas of how we can change our
children’s mindsets are attached. 



Grade 1 Science

T h e s e  G r a d e  1 s
s h o w c a s e d  t h e i r
o w n  v e h i c l e s  t o

i l l u s t r a t e  t h e
c o n c e p t s  o f  p u s h

a n d  p u l l  f o r c e s  t h a t
t h e y  l e a r n e d  a b o u t

i n  s c i e n c e  c l a s s .



Our Grade RR to 3 scholars were delighted by the enthusiasm and energy of the cast
of Hooked on Books who came to visit us last term. This book-loving crew travels
across South Africa, spreading the magic of reading. Their shows are a riot of
laughter, music, and funky dance moves, with quirky characters, thrilling plots, and
lots of fun. The interactive fun gets the children diving headfirst into the world of
books, setting their imaginations on fire! 

Hooked on Books



People Who Help Us

T h i r t e e n  o f  o u r  J u n i o r  S c h o o l  g i r l s
t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P e r f o r m a n c e

A w a r d s  B a l l e t  E x a m s  i n  A u g u s t .
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  t a l e n t e d

d a n c e r s ,  a n d  a  h e a r t f e l t  t h a n k  y o u  t o
M r s .  M i d g e  J o u b e r t  f o r  h e r  d e d i c a t e d
t r a i n i n g .  A l l  t h e  b a l l e r i n a s  r e c e i v e d  a

s i l v e r  a w a r d ,  w i t h  s o m e  a c h i e v i n g
s i l v e r  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i o n  –  w e  c o u l d n ' t  b e

p r o u d e r  o f  t h e i r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s !

American Awards Ballet 

O u r  G r a d e  R R s  r e c e n t l y  e x p l o r e d  t h e  t h e m e  o f
“ P e o p l e  W h o  H e l p  U s ”  a n d  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o

d o c t o r s  f o r  t h e  d a y .  T h e y  c r e a t e d  a  h o s p i t a l
f e a t u r i n g  d o l l s  o n  I V  d r i p s ,  b a n d a g e d  t e d d y
b e a r s ,  a n d  p l e n t y  o f  p l a s t e r s  t o  t e n d  t o  a n y

“ o u c h i e s ” !
# l e a r n i n g t h r o u g h p l a y



JP Movie Night
Y O U R  P A R A G R A P H  T E X TT h e r e ’ s  n o t h i n g  q u i t e  l i k e

s h o w i n g  u p  t o  s c h o o l  i n
p a j a m a s ,  a n d  o u r  J P  M o v i e
N i g h t  w a s  n o  d i f f e r e n t !
T h a n k  y o u  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o
s u p p o r t e d  t h i s  f u n  e v e n i n g ;
t h e  f u n d s  r a i s e d  w i l l  b e
u s e d  f o r  a c a d e m i c  s u p p o r t
n e e d s .



Ce l ebra t i ng  t h e  d i f f e r ences  t ha t  make  u s  a  ra i nbow na t i on

Heritage Day 


